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Rom. XV. 13. 


Now the God of Hope fill you with all Foy 
aud Peace in believing, that ye may abound 
in Hope thro the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, | | 


| HE Apoſtle having obſeryed the Diſ- 
putes that aroſe between the Jewiſh 


and Gentile Converts, about the Mea- 

ſures of Chriſtian Liberty and the Re- 
ſtraints of the Law, with the Miſchiefs that 
ir; fram thoſe Diſputatjons ; ſets himſelf in 
the Chapter before, and in the Beginning of this, 
to ſhew both-one and the other how they ought 
to behave themſelves under theſe Differences of 


5 . 


Opinion, 


They who were fully ſatisfied of their being 
ſree from the Obligation of the Law, were nei- 
ther to deſpiſe thoſe that thought it continued, 
nor to uſe their own Liberty ſo as to put the 
others under a Temptation to ſin ; and they who 
thought themſelves obliged to regard ſeveral 
Rules that were now ſuperſeded, were not to 
look on others as prophane that did not obſerve 
the ſame Rites with themſelyes: but they were 
al to; bear with and conſider one another, and 


every 


C 


1 
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every one was to pleaſe his Neighbour for his Gi 
fo Edificati on, . V. 2. Res 4 
Ad when the Apoſtle had ſhewn the Rea b 
na blenaſs of ſuch a mild and compaſſionate Con. 
duct, he prays in the 5th Verſe of this Chapter 

that the God of Patience and Conſolation woull 
grent chem ig be like minded ane towards another u. 
ending to. Chriſt Jeſus, that they might. mith on: 
Mind and one Mouth glorify God, even the Father 
of var Lord Feſws Chriſt. 

From this Prayer he falls into the Argument 
of Unity again, and urges that Jeſus Chriſt ws 
ee Miniſter of . Circumetſion for the 114th of God, 
o confirm the Promiſes made unto the Fathers, and 
that the. Gentiles might plorify God for bis Merc), . 
$,.9. intending thereby to fſhew that Circumci 1 
Han, which was laid as the Fqundation of their [ 
being hereafter to be one Body, ought notti g 
be an Occaſion of Divifion among them: and 1 
chen he renews his Prayer in the Words of the * 
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DT eace in heliguin that ye. may abound in Hope tim 0 
he ower of wg Holy Gba From theſe Wor i ; 


. K. IRS 254 eee f 
I., That there js no Joy nor Peace for a Mat 19 
but in helle ving the Gaſpel of Chriſt. 


1 


.., JE That Faith in Chriſt, as it 155 us Je 
11 Peace in our ſeſves, ſo it. ought to give us . 
- anc PENA! 


Peace with one another. 
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IV. That Gtebever it does give us tis Joy 
ud Peace in gur An aL pd with one aoother 
5 tlie 4 pf the fich Ghoſt. 


' ; b Ther het 5 4; ner Pere f for 4 Ma bat 
teving 450 0 " Ghrijt : For no May 

X has not iro 117 2d. all Conſcience. a 

1 1 can he eaſy and pleaſed with pig but 
d. Meaſure of Afſurance of t 

155 Pe the Salvation. f his Soul : and 

ere is n To AN bur. that of Chriſt A0 


i unto reby they Fin y be ſaved. 
Fleſh pad 1 bern es, as the Ape 15 
Y this E 19 tle h proved, a ' were 1 1 ſhort 
1 of the G 05 88 and Jem and Gentile, were 
15 Lander 3 Bo * them had Law J de 


For them of man Tranſgreſſions 
aj f thein {7 bude Ground whereon. to 
175 p ile themlelyes. forgiveneſs. and the Favour 
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Mit Ne 5080 Woik M4 Bas ever been ollicitous a 

| 15 ng can pretend to. be indifferent 
OR ah haye. a jult Ex peckation of them 


8 (oh 
E i Rice ces ever 1 8 andever ny give ſo 
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CT 
to make any Reflection, and will fill their Minds 
with ſuch quick Apprehenſions of that Puniſh- W; 
ment which they juſtly defervs ; that they can WW; 
have no Peace till thoſe Fears are juſtly abated 

by a well grounded Hope of Pardon thro the Wh 
Mercy of God. 1 

But there is no other Way of b 

fied freely by his Grace, which is che 
Manner of expreſſing our Pardon, than "yy 
the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, who 

bath ſet forth to be a Propitiation thro” Faith in his. 
Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſun 
| bf Sins that are paſt thro the Forbearance of Gol. 
Rom. iii. 24, 25. And this Righteouſneſs of God, 
which is by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, is unto all and 
upon all them that believe, and upon, no Body MW 1 
elſe. So that they who are without this Faith ate N 
ſtill in their Sins: they neither are nor can be Mwhi 
free either from the Dominion of them, or Wi 
from thoſe Terrors to which their Sins do moſt 
ene 
But when we are led not only to the Sight but 
the Abhorrerice of our Sins, from the Conſide- 
ration of what God did in Chrift to deliver us 
from them, and from all the Conſequences oi 
them, and are thereby moved to repent, and be. 
lieve on him who thus came to redeem us; ou 
Dread of the Divine "Tndignation'goes off by 
Degrees, as our Faith and our Obedience incteaſe 
and we ſoon grow to have a "good Hope towwail 
God. This Hope we have as an Anchor 1 t | 
Soal both ſure and fedfait Heb. vi. 19. and it ft 


(9) 
vs ſtom being dangerouſly toſſed by the Waves 
and Storms of a wicked and a troubleſomeWorld: 
Under this comfortable Aſſurance that God is 
for us, we are apt to cry out with the Apoſtle; 
Who can be againit us? Who ſhall lay any thing ta 
the Charge of God's Elett? It i God that jaſtifieth, 
who 4 he that tondemneth? It is Chriſt that died; 
es rather that ts riſen again, who is even at the 


right Hand of God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for 


| 
. Rom. viii. 21, &c. | | | 
, This Confideration cannot chooſe but fill us 
ich Joy and Peace in believing ; and as it gives 
\ Wis this in our ſelves, fo, as Tam next to ſhew, 
. 77 ought to give 1 Toy and Peace with ons 
© aother. And indeed this is the Joy and Peace 
xe {Which the Apoſtle does more immediately pray 
or Win this Place that the Believers at Rome might be 
t Wiled with. It muſt be built; it is true, upon 
lat Joy and Peace which every Chriſtian is fup= 
ut Nyoſed to have in himſelf ; which was the Reaſon 
le f my ſpeaking in the firſt Place of that: But 


pChriſtian ſhould be contented barely to enjoy 
the Quiet of his own Mind; nor can he very 
Ay enjoy it, if he does not endeavour as rat 
out Ws he can that Chriſtianity may have this Effect 
by {pon all that profeſs it, and in ſome Meaſure ab- 
olucceed in ſo good a Deſign. WES $25; 
Chriſtaniry was certainly as much intended 

dſecure and promote our mutual Joy as every 
Man's particular Peace: And if we conſider how 
ay of thoſe Duties, on 7 Diſcharge of which 
dur 


our own Joy doth depend, have reſpect to our 
Brethren ; we ſhall find our own and their Satis F. 
faction very cloſely interwoven, and in a manner I th 
inſeparable, and be caſy our ſelves in Proportion R 
to the Peace and Joy we diffuſe among others, I w. 
There is nothing ſo much inſiſted upon in the na 
whole Scheme of the Chriſtian Religion as the of 
Love of our Brethren. It is made the diſtin. ev. 
guiſhing Character of a Diſciple of Chriſt, and 
is put almoſt for the whole Evangelical Lau. I fro 
As he who hateth his Brother is not allowedtolff Cl 
have any knowlege of God, fo he that dwelleth i Fre 
in Love is for that Reaſon looked upon as dwel-W ane 
ling in God; who hath ſo loved us, that me al 
ould love one another. | Ed 
The Peace God offers to us in the Forgivenefi the 
of our Sins upon our Repentance, ought to engage 
us to offer the ſame to thoſe that have oifended 
us when they alſo repent. And as Men are 
commonly moſt troubleſome to others when 
they are diſturbed in their own Minds; ſo tha 
Quiet they feel in the Hopes of the Pardon « 
their Sins not only obliges, but alſo diſpoſes 
them to make other People eaſy, and to late 
them at Reſt. 
If we conſider that all the Wars and Fightin 
among us come from our Luſts, that War in our Am 
bers, we mult needs be ſenſible that that Faiti 
which puts us upon the ſubduing our Luſts, and 
| helps us to conquer them; does both require us 
to live peaceably with all Men, and alſo maks 
it much caſier for us to do it. 


A Lo 


(n 

And tho a great deal of Contention and 
Frowardneſs has all along happened between 
the Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith, to the great 
Reproach of the Chriſtian Name, yet this 
was neither the Deſign of the Goſpel nor the 
el oatural Conſequence of it, but merely the Effect 
of of Paſſions which it had not ſufficiently ſubdued, 
even where it was the moſt warmly profeſſed. 
a Had the Jewiſh Converts treated thoſe who 
from among the Gentiles were turned unto 
of Chriſt ; and on the other Hand, had the Gentile 
Proſelytes uſed the Jews, with that Meekneſs 
and Gentleneſs with which our Saviour treated 
them both; had the one but duly conſidered the 
Education of the other under the Strictneſs of 
the Moſaical Law, and the other again made 
jſt Allowances to the Gentiles for their never 
having been under that Yoke ; they had met 
one another in Love in the joynt embracing of 
the Chriftian Religion : which took all that was 
immutably good in both their former Profeſſions, 
and ſtood clear of the Faults and Defects of them 
both; and neither of them had either taken any 
ene undue Liberties, or impoſed any needleſs Re- 
ſtraints. | 
| But theſe new Believers of different Extrac- 
tion, bringing each their particular Prejudices 
u ith them into the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and 
either of them enough conſidering that the De- 
a of this Inſtitution was more to correct their 
Paſſions, and give them humble, and meek, and 
heavenly Minds than ä or Scheme of 

2 Re- 
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Religious Rites; did grieve and provoke one 
another, to the great Hindrance of their com. 
mon Proſeſſion, and to the Loſs of thoſe Com. 
jorts and Adyantages which they might have 
received. 

Jo ſecure theſe Comforts in any State of the 
hriſtain Church, it is neceſſary that the Strong 
ould, as the Apoſtle exhorts, bear the dnfirmitic; 

of the Weak, and not think only of pleaſing them- 

elves ; on the other Hand, that the Weak ſhould 
not take upon them to judge the Condutt of the 

Strong ; but that every ane ſhould firſt endeavour 

to be fully ſatisfied in bis own Mind, and then ſtudy 

to pleaſe his Neighboar for his Good to Edification, 

Wee are nor to pleaſe him by ſoothing him up 

in his Errors, or flattering his Paſſions ; but by 

3 wiſe and gentle treating of his Weakneſs to 

help his Infirmities, and bring him into the num. 

ber of the Strong. We muſt not pretend to 

ſacrifice Truth and Order to the Promotion 0 

Peace, becauſe they are the beſt if not the only 

Means of preſerving it: but we muſt uſe al 

Juſtice and Prudence in eſtabliſhing of Order, 

and promate its being obſerved in the Meckneis 

of Wiſdom. We ought never to believe a Lie, 

nor -profeſs that which we conceive to be (0, 

much leſs impoſe it on others: but every Truth 

i5-not of that mighty Importance, that we mult 

.contend for it with Earneſtneſs, and to the ap- 

parent Hazard of publick Diſturbance. 
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It is neither neceſſary nor eaſy to ſay in what 


particulars this Chriſtan Forbearance is to be 


exerciſed : It is like many other Chriſtian 
Duties which are plain enough in the general, 
but in the ſeveral Inſtances of them are ſubject 
to Chriſtian Diſcretion. And if Men endeavour 
to poſſeſs their Minds with a ſtrong Senſe of 
the Importance of theſe Duties, they will not 
be much at a Loſs for the Practice of them upon 
ſuitable Occaſions. 

It was not a trivial Matter that divided the 
Jewiſh and Geatile Converts at Rome; and we 
cannot but ſay it was natural ſor ſerious Jews, 
who were of leſs Underſtanding,to be fearful how 


they gave up ſo great a Part of the Moſaical 


Law, upon following of Chriſt who came to 
fulfill it : For the Extent'of the Liberty wrought 
by the Chriſtian RON appeared by degrees ; 
and it could hardly be expected that all ſhould 
come clearly into it at firſt. And on the other 
Hand, the Gentiles who had not yet been under 
that Yoke, had no Reaſon to take it upon them, 
when they could not find it was any Part of that 
burden which Chriſt laid upon his . Diſciples. 
Nor do we find that either the Jew or Gentile 
in this Caſe was blamed for his particular Per- 
ſwaſion; but for not enough conſidering each 
others Caſe, and the true Spirit of the Chriſtian 
Religion ; which ought to have made them treat 
one another as Brethren, till the way of God 


N be more perfectly known to both of 
them. | 
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I do not pretend to draw a Parallel between 


thoſe early and our later Divifions, which dif. 
fer in many Particulars: but not ſo much as to 
make thoſe general Directions which the Apoſtle 
then gave, of leſs uſe for our Conduct and Go. 
vernment now. The Deſign of the Chriſtian 
Religion is always the ſame; not buſied about 
Meats and Drinks, or any thing of ſo indifferent 
a Nature, but about Rzghteouſneſs and Peace, 
ana Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; and we muſt needs he 
always obliged to follow after the things which 
make for Peace, and things wherewith one may 
edify another. It will ever be Dangerous to 
deſpiſe thoſe whom for ought we know God 
may receive; and it will never be ſaſe to jar: 
another Man's Servant, or indeed almoſt any 
thing before the time, until the Lord come who 
will bring to light the hidden things of Darkneſs, 
and then ſhall every Man have praiſe of God. 
We muſt do what we can in the way which 


_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles took to bring Men out 


of Error, and to lead them into all Truth: but 
we muſt after all be careful how we pronounce 
about the Conſequences of many Miſtakes which 
Men build upon the Foundation; I much quel- 
tion whether any thing has more contributed to 
the fatal Miſcarriages of Chriſtians, than that 
Freedom they have taken to exclude one another 
from the Hopes of Salvation; as it cannot but 
leffen the Hopes of all, who are not bold enoug| 


to thruſt themſelves. into the aumber of the 


Elec, 
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| W BleR, to think that but few can be ſaved. For 
" 25 weare next to Conſider. 


III. Unleſs our Faith in Chriſt give us Joy and 
Peace with one another, we ſhall never abound in 
Hope, We can never think Chriſtanity takes 
great place in the World till it has this Effe& ; 
and fo all the Promiſes of it will in proportion 
have ſo much the fainter Influence upon us. 
There is no Evidence of the Truth of the Goſpel 
like ſeeing and feeling the Power of it; and while 
| we want that, we cannot be very ſtedfaſt in 
believing. The Envyings and Strifes that are not 
only not quieted 'by it, but too often take Oc- 
caſion from it, fill our Minds with a thouſand 
Perplexities, and are perpetually toffing them be- 
tween vain Preſumptions and groundleſs Miſ- 
truſts ; but never make them {ſtrong in Faith, 
8 _ thro* Hope. 

1 W Theſe Contentions by the Perverſeneſs of M 
bu Nie ſometimes unavoidable, but they are always 

"* {Wuncaſy to well diſpoſed and ſerious People, who 
never have any Comfort in them but from the 
election of having behaved themſelves under 
* them with that Meekneſs and Patience which 

the Temper of the Goſpel requires. 


* For they know that in Jeſus C hriſt, n 
put Greumcifion availeth any thing nor VUncircumiſion, 
wah but a new Creature, and that Faith which worketh 
= by Love ; that. where envying and ſtrife is, there is 


Confuſion and,ev Work ; that while theſe Striſes 
and Diviſions are among us we are carnal and 


walk 


(16) 
walk as Men, not like thoſe who profeſs to be ti 
Diſciples of Chriſt, or are led by his Spirit. I t. 
For the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, I © 
Long: ſuſſering, Gentleneſs, Gooaneſs, Faith, Me. Bl " 
neſs, Temperance ; againſt | ſuch there is no Lan, I © 
no pretence of ſaying any thing againſt the J l. 
Practice of theſe : If theſe be in us and absand, H 
they make us that we ſhall not be barren or unfruitful 2 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but be I R 
that lacketh theſe things is blind and cannot fee af Wl 
of, and hath forgotten that he was purged from hi; un 
TW. 2 bay 

They that have theſe things can hardly enjoy 8 
the Comfort of them, thro? the Frowardneſs of 
thoſe that want them ; and it often ſtaggers the 
good Chriſtian's Hope to think how little Charity 
there is in the World. We were told indeed be. 
fore Hand, that when it came to paſs we might 
believe, that there would be Hereſies in the 
World, and great Contentions about the Chriſ- 
tian Religion: and that ſad Event is really a 
Confirmation of the Goſpel. But till at the 
time that ſuch Contentions happen, they are 

reat Leſſeners both of the Faith and Hope of 
Perſons that are concerned in them, or Obſervers 
of them ; and for want of due Confideration, 
which theſe ſtrivings very rarely allow, thc 
things that ſhould be for our Strength are often 
an Occaſion of falling. 

I ſhall not here go about to enumerate all the Ih; 
Miſcheifs that have befallen the Church from the N; 
Diviſions of Chriſtians; they are too many - | 


(17) 
too obvious to be inſiſted upop. It is evident 
enough how the little Hope that Chriſtians gene- 
ni care to expreſs of the Salvation of thoſe of 
different Communions from themſelves, does 
naturally tend to weaken the Faith and leſſen the 
Hope of them all: And it is as eaſy to ſee What 
another Life would be put into the Chriſtian 
Religion, and what another Spirit would move 
in the World, if Chriſtians were either more 
united in their common Proſeſſion, or loved one 
another more where they could not pet fectly 
agree in the ſame Mind and in the fame Judg- 
8 ors. 

And did all who profeſs to believe the Goſpel 
of Chriſt lay theſe two Conſidetations to Heart, 
they would follow after things that make for 
Peace, and things whereby one might edify a- 
nother. The Church of Rome would not make 
o much Contention neceſſary by new and ab- 
ſurd Impoſitions, and cotidemn and perſecute all 
tat did not comply; nor they who ſeparate 
themſelves from the antient Government of the 
hurch without ſuch Neceſſity, any longer ſtand 
but _ the mildeſt and moſt apoſtolical Or- 
er of Chriſtian Communion that is in the World, 
o the great hindrance of the Progreſs of that 
eformation that in all probabilty would other- 
ile be made in it: But all of us ſbould contend 
Ir chat Faith, and that only which was once de- 
wered to the Saints; and we ſhould ſo contend 
, 1 as to keep the Unity of Spirit in the Bond of 
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This would be the Effect of being truly con. 
cerned for the happy State of the Chriſtian 
Church: but it is a Work of that Difficulty 
and requires ſo great a Mortification of tho 


Paſſions which are too common to Man, that we | 


cannot hope to ſee ſo glorious a Change without 
the eſpecial Aſſiſtance of God; as we are next 
to conſider, | 


IV. That whenever the Chriſtian Faith gives 
us this Joy and Peace in our ſelves and with on 


another, it is by the Power of the Holy Gul, 
For u Man can ſo much as ſay that Jeſus is the 


'Chrizt but by the Holy Gho#t ; i. e. no Man can 
be prevailed upon to quit his former Errors, 
and forſake his old Sins, and to give up himſelf 
to be a Diſciple and Servant of Chriſt, whois 
not both convinced in his ag of the 
Truth of Chriſt's Doctrine by thote Miracles 
which were wrought by the Spirit in Confirms 
tion of it; and who is not alſo diſpoſed by the 
ſame Spirit affeQtionately to embrace what he {ers 
ſo much Reaſon to look on as true. 

And if we cannot believe without the imm 
diate Help of this Spirit, it is moſt certain that 


we cannot without it be filled! with all Joy i 


Peace in believing ; we cannot aſſure our felvs 
of the Pardon and Favour of God, which is { 
neceſſary to our Peace, unleſs he ſend forth th 
Spirit of his Son into our Hearts, whereby alone i 
is that we have Confidence to ery Abba Fat 


It is this Spirit alone that is able to * | 
| ; 
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that Alteration which is required in ours; and 
u. tin it has done fo, it will not bear Wirneſs 
al with our Spirit that we are the Children of. God. 
y, And as we cannot without this fpecial Grace 
e ol God ſecure the Peace of our own. Minds, 
we W ſo neither can we maintain it long with one a- 
ut MW nother. We have Need to be always on our 
xt Guard, and yet cannot be fo unleſs a ſuperior 

Power watches over us, ſuch a one as neither 

ſlumbers nor fleeps : for otherwiſe the Adver- 
vi MW fary will ſow the Seeds of Diviſion among us, 
and the Corruption of our Natures will for- 
a. ward the Growth of ſuch kind of Productions. 
e Men's Paſſions will mix with their religious 
can W Opinions, and call themſelves Zeal : and athers 
"5, obſerving the Heat which Men ſhew in leſſer 
MY things, will be ſometimes tempted to be cold 
and careleſs about the greateſt of all, 
the It is that Spirit alone which deſcended up- 
des on the Apoſtles to lead them into all Truth, 
MF that can give us a right Judgment in all chings, 
tte and enable us to promote what yet remains 
le unaccompliſhed of that glorious Prophecy of 
the Prophet Iſaiah. The Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
reit upon him, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Undct- 
ſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel" and Might,” the 
Spirit of Kyzowledge and of the Fear of the Lord; 
and ſhall make him of quick Underſtanding in the 
Foar of the Lord. And he ſhall not judge after the 
Sight of bis. Eyes, nor reprove' after the Hearing 
of his Ears, but with Righteouſneſs ſball he judge 
the Poor, and reprove * Equity for the Meet r 
* 2 the 
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the Earth. The Wolf. allo ſball dwell with the Lan 
and the Leopard (ſhall he down with the Mid: and the 
| Caff, and the young Lien, and the Fatling together, 
and à little Child lead them And the ſacking Chili 
hall play on the hole of the Aſp, and the weane 
Child ſball put his Hand an the Cockatrice Den. The 
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ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy Mountain 


ö for the Earth (ball | be full of [4 he K nowled. E 0 the 
7 Lord, as the Waters COVEer the Sea. If. II. g 4 


How near a Step is made toward the full Ac. 


compliſhment of this comfortable Prophecy, by 
the many great Advantages which it has pleaſed 


God to give us againſt the Enemies of Truth and 


Peace; he only can tell who has hitherto been 
fo 8 to us: but the late Succeſs abroad ſo 


ſeaſonably added to thoſe we have formerly, had, 


olghit to give us a good Hope toward God] and 


oblige us to do all we can to fit our ſelves forthe 


Bleſſings of a ſafe; and enduring Peace. 
Ihe thus fitting our ſelves is more indeed than 


can be expected from ſuch Creatures as we are 


Without ſurthet Aſſiſtance: and yet we alſo muit 
ſet ou Hands to it. It is not ſo by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as not to require alſo our utmoſt 
Care and Endeavours: We muſt hear and read, 
and conſider and pray, and meditate upon the 
Providence of God, that we may believe and 
fix our Dependance on him. And we muſt, as 
St. Chry/o/tom ſpeaks upon the Words of the 
Text, be Workers together with God to this ex- 
cellent End, and not expect it ſhould be brought 
about without our Concurrence. We muſt re. 


move 


(at ) 


move all Obſtacles out of the way of our Faith 
and Hope: and if it be poſſible, and as much as 
leth in us, we muſt live peaceably with all Men. 
| What then remains but that in an humble 
eaſe of our Weakneſs and Inſufficiency for theſe 
\ Wthiogs, which are of ſuch Conſequence to us, 
ve earneſtly recommend our ſelves and others 
co the Grace and Aſſiſtance of God, and beſeech 
him to give us vor the Spirit of fear but of power 
and. loue, and of a ſound Mind: intreating him 
wot to ſuffer in any of us an evil Heart of Unbelief, 
but to take from us'all Tgnorance, Hardneſs of 
Heart and Contempt of his Word; that it may 
imell richly in us in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Vnder- 
inding, and bring forth the Fruits of Righteouſ- 
ſs, which are ſown in Peace of them that make 
eace, | Pong 
Let us then confiter one another to provoke unto 
ove and good Works'; and endeavour to make 
n {Weace. wherever we. can, as the greateſt Kind- 
e Wes we can do our ſelves, and the greateſt Ser- 
ſt Jie we can do to the World. We may make 
H ne little Judgment of the Pleaſure that would 
pring up to us from ſuch common Endeavours, 
that degree of it we feel in ſtudying only to 
lige one another at this place of Refreſhment 
nd Eaſe: where a Reſpite from Strife as well 
from Buſineſi ſweetens our Tempers and quiets 
ur Minds. 4 18 ö 
And if fo ſmall a Truce as this has ſuch great 
nd agreeable Effects, what can we think would 
ur Joy and Satisfaction be, were our Diviſions 
q ; not 


the being acedvnted the Diſciples of Chril 
you" worthy of this al, «rH fulfill all the god 


| (22) 


_— only cloſed for a while but perfectly healed 


by a National, Firm, and Chriſtian Peace 
However let us improve even theſe tranſitory 
Occaſions of promoting mutual Affection 3 
much as we can, that we may return to or 
ſeveral Stations and Callings with all the good 
Nature that our friendly and religious Mecting 
here can poſſibly inſpire. 

And let that Perſon under whoſe kind and con. 
ſtant and peaccable Miniſtry we are here dai 


_ aſſembled for the joynt Worſhip of our com. 


mon Maſter and Lord, find the Benefit of that; 
good Diſpoſition which he helps to raiſe in uz 
by receiving ſome of the Fruits of our Love. 
Our Gratitude to God, and to thoſe whom he 
uſes as Inſtruments to draw us nearer himſelf 
cannot fail of ſtrongly inclining us to this: and 
it muſt needs add to this juſt Inclination, to 


think that we do at the fame time provide for 


the ſpiritual Wants of them whom we are to 
leave behind in this Place, and who now by 
their Labour and Care ſupply thoſe Convenien- 
ces of Life and Means of Health which we at 
preſent Enjoy. A Faith that worketh by Love 
the only Faith that recommends us to God 
will T am confident ſhew it ſelf in this benevolent 
Mariner, and juſtify the Claim we all have tt 


And therefore I pray that our God would cov 


Plaaſute of his Goodneſs, and the work of Hai 
with Power : Tha the Name of our Lord if | 
ann | oy 11 


E 
Chriſt may be glorifyed in you, and ye in him, ac- 
cording to the Grace of God and our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. 
Now the God of Patience and Conſolation grant 


you to be like minded one towards another according 


to Chriſt Jeſus, that ye may with one Mind and one 
Mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt , the Father of Mercies and the God 
of all Comfort, who comforteth as in all our Triba- 
lation, that we may be able to Comfort them who are 
in any Trouble, by the comfort with which we our 


l ſelves are comforted of God, To whom be 


Glory in the Church throughout all Ages World 
without End. Amen. 


% 1 
— ————— —— — : n — ĩ—2.d „ 
* — nn _ ro 7 
63 —— TIS PG" — a” 3: 
— — — — — - — = —— - — —— - 


